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Individuals and Societies Grade 8

Unit title Unit 6: Georgia Close to Home MYP year 3 Unit duration (hrs) 9 Hours

Mastering Content and Skills through INQUIRY (Establishing the purpose of the Unit): What will students learn?

GSE Standards

Standards

SS8CG6 Analyze the role of local governments in the state of Georgia.
a. Explain the origins and purposes of city, county, and special-purpose governments in Georgia.
b. Describe how local government funding and spending decisions are made.
SS8E3 Explain the principles of effective personal money management.
a. Explain that income is the starting point for personal financial management.
b. Describe the reasons for and the benefits of a household budget.
c. Describe the reasons for and the benefits of savings.
d. Describe the uses of debt and associated risks.
SS8CG5 Explain how the Georgia court system treats juvenile offenders.
a.Explain the difference between delinquent and unruly behavior and the consequences of each.
b.Describe the rights of juveniles involved in the juvenile justice system
c.Explain the steps in the juvenile justice system when a juvenile is first taken into custody.

Concepts/Skills to be Mastered by Students

Information Processing Skills):
1. compare similarities and differences
3. identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions
7. interpret timelines, charts, and tables
9. construct charts and tables
11. draw conclusions and make generalizations
12. analyze graphs and diagrams

Map and Globe Skills (MAGS):
1. use a compass rose to identify cardinal directions
4. compare and contrast the categories of natural, cultural, and political features found on maps
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6. use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and economic maps
8. draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps
11. compare maps with data sets (charts, tables, graphs) and /or readings to draw conclusions and make generalizations

Literacy Skills::
L6-8RHSS1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources..
L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
L6-8RHSS8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
L6-8WHST2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.
L6-8WHST4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
L6-8WHST6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.
L6-8WHST9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Key concept Related concept(s) Global context

Systems are sets of interacting or interdependent
components. Systems provide structure and order in human,
natural and built environments. Systems can be static or
dynamic, simple or complex.

Causality Fairness and Development What are the consequences of
our common humanity? Students will explore rights and
responsibilities; the relationship between communities; sharing
finite resources with other people and with other living things;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

Statement of inquiry

Systems reflect causality through fairness and development

Inquiry questions

Factual
1. What makes county and city law different?
2. What are the roles of mayors?
3. What is a municipal charter?
4. What is a special purpose district?
5. What are the different types of taxes collected by local governments?
6. What is the purpose of a budget?
7. What is the difference between income and expenditures?
8. What are the rights of juveniles in the juvenile justice system?
9. What are the steps in the juvenile justice system?

Conceptual

1. How are powers distributed in local law?
2. How are local governments different from the state government of Georgia?
3. How do county commissioners support local government?
4. How do different types of taxes affect local government?
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5. What are some benefits of saving and investing?
6. What are things you would like to save or invest for?
7. Distinguish between delinquent and unruly behavior, including the consequences of each.

Debatable

1. Why are powers distributed?
2. How do different government entities complement one another?
3. Why are taxes necessary?
4. When is taking on debt acceptable?
5. Is filing for bankruptcy acceptable? Why or why not?
6. What changes to Georgia’s juvenile justice system would make it better?

MYP Objectives Assessment Tasks

What specific MYP objectives

will be addressed during this

unit?

Relationship between summative assessment task(s) and statement of inquiry: List of common formative and summative

assessments.

Criterion A Knowing and
understanding
Criterion C Communicating
Criterion D Thinking critically

Public Service Announcement Formative Assessment(s):

MCSSS8 Local Government Checkpoint

MCSSS8 Personal Finance Checkpoint

Summative Assessment(s):

Local Leader Simulation

Approaches to learning (ATL)

Category: Thinking Skills
Cluster: Critical Thinking
Skill Indicator: Students analyze and evaluate issues and ideas to present information about the importance of understanding delinquent and unruly acts and consequences of each.

Learning Experiences

Add additional rows below as needed.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and Differentiation
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bxv7PymZLBf0fldwVlE1ZG5ZakdocTM5STZ6Q0RNeDRKZlcxNXNNMzE4ZWtvUnQtalczNTQ?resourcekey=0-SON7o0_xjp_LOAzeonsBqw&usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c39BQvRLJUeLovrCKXlw2Ptgeu-Khd53pcreoKwt1-g/edit


SS8CG6 Analyze the role of local
governments in the state of Georgia.
a. Explain the origins and purposes of city,
county, and special-purpose governments in
Georgia.
b. Describe how local government funding
and spending decisions are made.

Local Government Nearpod Interactive

Local Government Questions/Notes for Nearpod

SS8CG5 Explain how the Georgia court
system treats juvenile offenders.
a.Explain the difference between delinquent
and unruly behavior and the consequences of
each.
b.Describe the rights of juveniles involved in
the juvenile justice system
c.Explain the steps in the juvenile justice
system when a juvenile is first taken into
custody.

Juvenile Situations- Unruly or Delinquent (Teacher note- make a copy in your drive and
change the names on the scenarios to NOT MATCH any of your students)

Content Resources

Additional Resources for Personal Finance:

https://www.ngpf.org/arcade/
GPB Georgia Studies Digital Techbook

Rosen Learning Online Textbook (https://rosenlearningcenter.com/)
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https://app.nearpod.com/?pin=781E873C4780C4643CB29EA8B5D02DE5-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fcjxPgq9g18njF8vynwS3hMt49BKObjW_o9rTLllcmk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xumm7FqBWj_FFZWATeFfg017FFOEE3td/edit
https://www.ngpf.org/arcade/
https://rosenlearningcenter.com/

